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In the UK, there are two different routes into a career in law. One can either study law as
their undergraduate degree for three years, or another subject of their choice (also for
three years) as their undergraduate degree. If the non-law route is initially taken, one
must take the Graduate Diploma in Law, a law conversion and master’s course, which
takes one year. Both law and non-law graduates must then undertake the LPC (Law
Practitioner's Course) for another year. After this it is possible to undertake a training
contract at a law firm, a two-year contract where, upon completion, one officially becomes
a qualified lawyer. As a current non-law undergraduate, I am currently in my final year at
UCL, and am in the process of applying for training contracts at law firms. One must
apply two years in advance of starting their training contract, and, if accepted, the law
firm will normally fund the student's GDL and LPC courses. Training contracts are highly
competitive, usually more competitive than applying to a good law school, and often
involve multiple stages of assessment throughout the application. Once the initial
application form is approved, a select number of students are invited to the assessment
day, usually lasting of the whole day and consisting of two interviews, negotiation
exercises, critical thinking assessments and group exercises. Once the student passes the
assessment day, they undertake a short internship with the firm, whereupon they receive

the training contract upon successful completion.
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